[your address]
The Hon Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister

PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing with regards to Schapelle Corby. I have followed, with increasing concern, reports of her mental deterioration. I have recently read the account of her condition by Dr Jonathon Phillips, characterizing delusions, hallucinations, psychosis and severe depression and stating she is at risk of suicide. It was – in a word – horrifying to picture another human being suffering to the extent that she is, knowing at the same time that she is trapped in an environment that will not allow her to recover. I think that goes beyond the level of what someone should have to endure.

From what I have read it appears that remaining in Kerobokan prison will not only inhibit her recovery, but will actually make her worse. The environment appears relatively insecure, placing her at the mercy of other prisoners, and she is also in an unfamiliar environment where it is difficult for family and friends to offer her support. I understand that another prisoner has been charged with the responsibility of Ms Corby’s needs, which is a very undesirable situation for someone in such a tenuous condition. I believe she needs to be under proper medical supervision, in a familiar environment with family and friends around to offer support. 
Although I understand the Indonesians have medical facilities available for psychiatric care, I also understand that she has only been placed in these temporarily before being transferred back to the prison. The fact that her condition has continued to deteriorate over the past year despite recognition of psychiatric problems further concerns me that she is not receiving adequate treatment.
I believe that various United Nations working groups have put together minimum standards for the treatment of prisoners, with specific provisions relating to those with mental illness. I understand that these are not legally binding in the sense of international law, but I sincerely believe that Australia should set an example with respect to these. I am proud of the initiatives Australia has supported in other human rights areas.
If Ms Corby was in Australia, I have no doubt she would receive proper medical care to treat her condition. I have been touched by mental illness myself and am thankful that I live in Australia, where understanding, treatment and support are available.

Prime Minister, for better or worse, Ms Corby is an Australian citizen and I believe she should be extended the care and compassion we have come to take for granted. Her condition will take years to overcome as it is; let’s not let it develop any further or inhibit that recovery. She is clearly extremely and understandably desperate. I therefore write to you with an impassioned plea to work to have Ms Corby repatriated to an appropriate medical facility in Australia with the utmost urgency.

Thank you for your time.

Yours Faithfully,

[name]
